and playbills from the Polish and Lithuanian provinces of the Society.3 The interest of the Polish-Lithuanian Jesuits in history teaching and the production of school plays based on historical sources suggests they attempted to tune their model of education to the needs of a country which cherished classical republican ideas and whose political thinkers constantly discussed the nature and goals of political community, the arrangement of its political institutions, and the roles and duties of its citizens and rulers.4 As a closer analysis of playtexts and playbills shows, the Jesuit school theater of the PolishLithuanian province played a distinctive role in shaping models of virtuous citizenry in Poland-Lithuania in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. In Europe as a whole, there were two distinctive features of Jesuit school theater: its regularity, which created a "theater season," and the Jesuit insistence on teaching virtues in order to achieve docta et eloquens pietas (learned and eloquent piety). In the case of Poland-Lithuania, Jesuit theater also used an abundance of national themes in dramatic performances, while addressing questions of the republican political system as a respublica mixta-the mixed state which was the foundation of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.5 It is only by examining selected plays and playbills that the distinctiveness of the school theater of the Polish-Lithuanian province can be appreciated in full.6
